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Study course abstract

The study course includes the description and the analysis of the Russian language sound
system. The aim of the study course is to acquaint the students with the acoustic and
articulation characteristics of the Russian language sounds and their functioning, to study
the regularities in the modern Russian phonetics, as well as to improve the students’ skills
in orthoepy of the Russian language.

Course plan
The course structure: lectures — 16 acad. hours, seminars — 16 acad. hours.

Lecture topics:

1. Phonetic units. Research aspects of sound. Structure of speech apparatus. Articulatory
and acoustic characteristics of sounds of the Russian language.

2. Consonants. Principles of consonant classification. Consonant classification according to
the active speech organ, according to the kind of articulation, the quantity of tone and
noise, the presence of additional articulation — palatalization (hard and soft consonants).
3. Vowels. Principles of vowel classification. Vowel classification according to the tongue
movements (horizontal and vertical direction) and lip operation (labial and non-labial
vowels).

4. Russian phonetic regularities. Positional changes and non-positional turn.

5. Vowel change. Reduction, strong and weak reduction. Accommodation, its types. Basic
models of Russian vowel changes.

6. Positional change of Russian consonants. Assimilation and its types.

7. Dissimilation. Consonant loss. The positional loss of final voiced consonants preceding
pauses. Basic types of consonants. Vowel and consonant parallel changes in the Russian
language. Consonance sound design characteristics.

8. Segmental and supersegmental units. Principles of their division. Classification of
supersegmental units: syllable, stress, intonation u. c.

Seminar topics:

1. Vowels and consonants, their articulation differences. Transcription.
2. Classification of consonants.

3. Classification of vowels.
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4. Positional changes of vowels in fluent speech, their formation mechanisms. A-speech, i-
speech.

5. Consonant positional changes in fluent speech, their formation mechanisms, the main
types.

6. Russian stress.

7. Syllable types. Intonation, its types.

8. Russian orthoepy.

Students' independent work:

ework with literature and periodicals: theoretical etc. indicated literature and periodicals,
research and analysis;

epreparation for colloquia, seminars, practical classes, The examination; especific practical
tasks (text transcription).

Learning outcomes

Having acquired the study course, students:

eunderstand the phonetic regularities in the modern Russian language;

eare able to carry out transcription;

eknow how to make a phonetic text analysis; eknow how to evaluate and correct their own
pronunciation.

Requirements for awarding credits

Independent work 20%,
2 tests 40%, examination 40%.

Course content

Russian sound structure. Articulatory and acoustic characteristics of sounds of the Russian
language. Regularities in the Russian phonetics. Russian orthoepy.

Compulsory Reading List

1.butextnHa H.b., KnnumoBsa B.H. Pycckuii A3bIK Kak MHOCTPaHHbIN: doHeTHKa. MocKBa:
Pyccknit s3bik, 2011.

2.Bapnamosa W.10. BBogHO-pOHETUHYECKUI KYPC PYCCKOTO A3blKa ANA CTYAEHTOB-
nHocTpaHues. Mocksa: U3a-so PYAH, 2001.
3.http://www.multikulti.ru/Russian/info/Russian_info_331.html

4.bapxypaposa E.J1., MaHkoB @.N. Mo-pyccKkn — € XOPOLIMM MPOU3HOLLEHUEM:
NPaKTUYECKUI Kypc 3ByYaLLel pedn: YuebHoe nocobme ana MHOCTPaAHHbIX yYalmxca
rYMaHUTapHbIX cneunanbHocTen. Mocksa: Pycckuit a3bik, 2015. 5.Pabosa O.B. *Kusas
¢doHeTMKa. Ayamonocobure nNo pycckom MHTOHALUKM ANA MHOCTPAHHBIX yyalmxca. MockBa:
MWPC, 2009.

Further Reading List

1.http://www.learningrussian.com 2.Pycckas ¢poHeTuKa.
http://www.philol.msu.ru/~fonetica/index1.htm

Periodicals and Other Sources

HypHanbl "Pycckus a3bik 3a pybexkom", "dunonormyeckmne Haykun", "Pycckan peub".
www.gramota.ru, www.philology.ru, www.ruslang.ru

Notes

The study course is delivered and acquired in the Russian language. Bachelor study
programme “Philology (English, Latvian Philology)”, Part B.
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