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Course summary  

The course is designed for bachelor's study program "Philology" students.   

Course objective:  

The course provides knowledge of the Russian language word structure and word-formation, the types 

of morphemes in Russian, functions and their meaning. The types of word-formation. The synchronical 
motivation of words and diachronic derivation.  

  

  

  

Results  

Trained in the course students are able to:  

- narrate and describe in the major time frames of past, present, and future by providing a full account, 

with good control of aspect;  
- demonstrate good control of the most frequently used target-language syntactic structures and a range 

of general vocabulary;  

- listen and comprehend the main facts and many supporting details of speech in familiar target language 
patterns;  

understand conventional narrative and descriptive texts, such as expanded descriptions of persons, places, 
and things and narrations about past, present, and future events;  
- understand Russian morphemes, its structure and functions;  

- understand the Russian morphonologic regularities;  

- know how to make the word structure and word-formation analysis.  

  

Course plan / Contents  

1. Morphemics - linguistic discipline that is studying the morphemic system of language, its 

communications with phonetics, morphology and word-formation. Morpheme - minimal 
meaningful language unit. Its differences from word and sentence.  

2. Material side of morphemes: morph (allomorph and variants) as morphemes representatives, 

zero- morphemes. Meaningful part of morphemes. The role of language types and morphemes. 
Nominative, expressive and constructive morphemes: functions. Word formation and bending.  



3. Morphemes classification: the root and affix morphemes; Free and related; prefixes, suffixes, 

Postfix, interfix, konfix; word-formatting and base-formatting affix.  

4. Morphemic word structure: word division methods (derivation quadrant and proportion) and 
problems.   

5. Historical changes in the structure of the word.   

6. Morphonology: alternations.  

7. Morphonology. Haplology.  

8. Morphonology: interfixation.  

9. Root. Affix: suffixes, prefixes, suffixes. Zero-morphemes.  

10. Morphemes combination.  

11. Morphemes historical redistribution.  

12. Morphemes functions: word-formation function and form-formation function.  

13. Morphemic structure of word.  

14. Morphemic analysis of word.  

15. Determination of morphonologic alternation.  

16. Determination of morphonologic interfixation.  

Students' independent work: 

-  theory studies; - 

 practical work.  

  

Requirements for credits  

Student assessment during the term: Home works (20%) 2 tests (40%), examination (40%).  
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Periodicals and other sources of information  

Журналы "Вопросы языкознания", "Филологические науки", "Русская речь". www.gramota.ru, 
www.philology.ru, www.ruslang.ru  

  


