Study Course Title Cultural and historical phenomenon of Russia in the 19th

century
Study Course Code Filo1067
Credits 1
European C_.'redit Transfer a{1d 1.50
Accumulation System Credits
Total Number of Contact Hours 16
Number of Lecture Hours 8
Number of hours for seminars 8

Course lecturer(-s)

Dr.philol., asoc.prof. Arkadijs Neminuscijs

Study Course Abstract

The course is intended for the students of the academic bachelor programme "Philology (Russian
Philology)". The course creates a picture of the connection between history and culture. The course covers
all the major aspects of the historical process that tracks the general trend of historical thinking and reflect
these categories in the culture. The course contents 1) focus on the aspects of Russian life, and description
of the events that had a particularly great influence on the development of Russian culture, 2) highlights
the problem of relationship between state and society, government and culture, 3) questions the
humanitarian role of the state and cultural personality in the history and the relation between about
morality and politics, etc.

Course Plan
Course structure: Lectures - 8 hrs. Seminars - 8 hours.

Lecture topics:

1.Russian spiritual life in the first half of the 19th century. Education and science. Russian travellers.
"Golden Age" of Russian culture. Journalism. Literature. Sculpture. Architecture. Painting. Theatre. Music.
Russian Orthodox Church in the first half of the 19th century.

2.Liberation era. The public movement in 1861 - 1866. Russia's foreign policy of the 1860s — 1870s.
Russian-Turkish War of 1877 - 1878. Alexander II killing.

3.Russian spiritual life in the second half of the 19th century. Twin-head eagle empire on the 20th century
border. Education and science. Russian geographer-traveler achievements. The Great Russian culture in the
world. Literature and journalism. Painting, architecture and sculpture. Music and Theatre. Russian Orthodox
Church in the second half of the 19th century.

4.Death of Emperor Alexander III and beginning of Nicholas II's reign. Russia's last emperor's personality.
Russian social and economic image in the 1890s. General Russian records in 1897. S. Vitte: man and
politician. Economic modernization: successes and challenges. Gold roubles. Russian place in ,the concert
of World powers”.

Seminar topics:

1.Nicholas I and his Empire. Reaction. Reforms. Crisis of Nicholas Empire. Public movement after the
Decembrists. Slavophiles and Westerners. Crimean War. Discussion in papers.

2.Specifics of Russian realistic painting. "Peredvizhniki" association’s oeuvre.

3.02.19.1981. Basic regulations of the reform. Liberal reforms in the 1860s — 1870s. Russian production
and transport. Public cultural movements. Discussion in papers.

4.Russia on the century border. Russian villages and Russian cities of the late 19th century. Alexander III
and contrreforms. Workers' movement and the emergence of Marxism in Russia. Discussion in papers.

Students' independent work - presentation topics:

1.Painting of Peredvizhniki

2."Mighty set’s" music

A.Homjakov'’s life and works

3.V. Belinsky’s life and works

A.Herzen'’s life and works

4.Russian masterpieces in painting of the 19th century

5."Historical" genre in Russian painting of the 2nd half of the 19th century
6.Russian 19th century music: masterpieces

7.Russian church architecture

8.Russian theatre in the 19th century 9.Presentation of history in Russian literature of the 19th century

Learning Outcomes

After the completion of the course, the students:

m demonstrate an understanding of the cultural context of historical events and historical basis of cultural
phenomena;

m able to independently identify, analyze and assess the cultural significance of historical facts;
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m able to practically apply the theoretical and historical knowledge of Russian cultural history, especially in
the 19th century history;

m know how to explain any of the 19th century historical and cultural phenomena; = independently deepen
their professional competence by identifying the current trends of contemporary historical and cultural
sciences.

Requirements for Awarding Credits

Study course examination form - Differentiated test. Regular attendance and active participation - 50%,
independent work (report on one of the offered topics and its presentation during seminar) - 50%.
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Further Reading List
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13.Tpy6eukoni A. Anekcanap I. Mocksa, 2003.

14.Tpyana A. AnekcaHap II. Mockea, 2005.
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