Course title

Course code
Branch of science
Sub-branch of science

Credit points

ECTS credit points

Total number of contact hours

Number of hours for lectures

Number of hours for seminars and practical
tasks

East-Slavic Mythology and Russian Folklore
(Russian as the second language)
Folk1004

Philology

Folklore Studies

32

16
16

Number of hours for laboratory
assignments
Number of hours allocated to term paper

Course developers:
Dr.philol., researcher Zans Badins
Dr.philol., doc. Genadijs Markovs

Preliminary knowledge (course title, part of programme, in which the course is to be acquired)
No

Course abstract:

The study course is envisaged for philology students in the sphere of literary science. Within
the course, the students get accquainted with the main paradigms of the Slavic mythology,
the nature of folklore and the history and poetics of folklore genres; they study the
principles of interaction of folklore and literature.

Learning outcomes:

Course content:

Slavic peoples (Eastern Slavs, Western Slavs, Yugoslavs). The concept of "Slavic mythology."
Slavic mythology in the context of world mythology. Ancient Slavic deities. A God Rod’s cult
and its elements in folklore. Mother Earth’s cult. Lada’s and Lela’s cults. The highest level of
Slavic mythology. Prince Vladimir’s paganism reform. The new composition of the pantheon.
Russian folk legends of the gods. Folklore: The meaning. Folklore poetic characteristics.
Folklore as a form of verbal creativity. Folklore’s educational, nurturing and aesthetic
function. Russian heroic epos. Bylina. Periodization. Scenes and characters. Epic stories of
Kiev period. Novgorod’s epic stories and characters. Historical songs. Genre formation and
transformation. Historical songs’ events and characters. Historical song poetics. Lyrical songs
as a folklore genre. Song characteristics. Classification. Themes and stories. Song poetics.
Chastushkas. Chastushka’s genre characteristics. Themes and characters. Chastushka’s
genre variants. Chastushkas in literary texts. Fairy-tale genre in Russian folklore. Fairy-tale
variants. Poetics of tales. Tales about animals. Miracle tales. Everyday Tales. Composition
types of tales text. Role of tale formula. Fairy-tales portraying expressions. Modern folklore.
The essence of post-folklore. Post-folklore genre specifics.

Course plan:
Course structure: (reflects the content of the course, its structure and calendar)

Lectures — 16 acad. hours, seminars — 16 acad. hours, practical classes —__ acad. hours.
Lecture topics:
(lecture topics should be distributed according to the number of lectures)
1. Slavic peoples (Eastern Slavs, Western Slavs, Yugoslavs). The concept of "Slavic
mythology." Slavic mythology in the context of world mythology.
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8.

Ancient Slavic deities. A God Rod’s cult and its elements in folklore. Mother Earth’s
cult. Lada’s and Lela’s cults.

The highest level of Slavic mythology. Prince Vladimir's paganism reform. The new
composition of the pantheon. Russian folk legends of the gods.

Folklore: The meaning. Folklore poetic characteristics. Folklore as a form of verbal
creativity. Folklore’s educational, nurturing and aesthetic function.

Russian heroic epos. Bylina. Periodization. Scenes and characters. Epic stories of
Kiev period. Novgorod’s epic stories and characters.

Historical songs. Genre formation and transformation. Historical songs’ events and
characters. Historical song poetics. Lyrical songs as a folklore genre. Song
characteristics. Classification. Themes and stories. Song poetics. Chastushkas.
Chastushka’s genre characteristics. Themes and characters. Chastushka’s genre
variants. Chastushkas in literary texts.

Fairy-tale genre in Russian folklore. Fairy-tale variants. Poetics of tales. Tales about
animals. Miracle tales. Everyday Tales. Composition types of tales text . Role of tale
formula. Fairy-tales portraying expressions.

Modern folklore. The essence of post-folklore. Post-folklore genre specifics.

Themes of the practical classes/ seminars:
(themes of the practical classes/ seminars should be distributed according to the number of

lectures)

1. The lowest level of Slavic mythology. House spirit. The myth of the origin of the
house spirit. House spirit’s appearance and features. Legends about a house spirit.

2. Leshiy: origin, appearance and function. Legends of a leshiy (the forest spirit).

3. Vodyanoy (the water spirit): origin, appearance and function. Legends about a
vodyanoy. Mermaid. Legends about a mermaid. Mermaid in folklore and literature.

4. Analysis of Bylina. Epic poetry.

5. The calendar poetry. People's calendar. Time cycles. Permanent and rolling (from
Easter dependent) holidays. Christmas. Shrovetide. Easter. Summer holiday. Solstice
(lvan Kupala).

6. Web folklore. Main approaches and methods for web folklore research.

7. Children's folklore. Pupils’ folklore. Student folklore characteristics.

Classification. Narrative poetics. Everyday folklore. Toy folklore. Pleasure folklore.
Children's folklore pedagogical role.
8. The Folklore of Baltic Russians.

Students’ independent work:

Preparing for the seminars and final exam students get acquainted with the main texts of
Eastern mythology and Russian folklore, describe the semantics and poetics of the texts
basing on literature included in Compulsory and Further reading lists. Students prepare
summaries and reports; during the seminars they present them, then discussion is made
and students listen to other students' opinion on the subject.

Presentation topics:

1.
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Eastern Slavic folk calendar.

Winter Festival calendar peculiarities of the Eastern Slavic culture.

Spring Festival calendar peculiarities of the Eastern Slavic culture.

Summer holiday calendar peculiarities of the Eastern Slavic culture.

Autumn Festival calendar peculiarities of the Eastern Slavic culture.

'Own' and 'strange’ land opposition in Eastern Slavic mythology and folklore.
Sea in Eastern Slavic Eastern Slavic folklore.

White and black opposition in Eastern Slavic folklore.

The left and right opposition in Eastern Slavic folklore.

10 Traditional Eastern Slavic ornaments and patterns.
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11. Mythological and folk stories in Eastern Slavic painting.
12. Mythological and folk stories in Eastern Slavic literature.
13. Mythological and folk stories in Eastern Slavic music.
14. Belarusian mythological notions in traditional culture.
15. Ukrainian mythological notions in traditional culture.

Requirements for awarding credit points:
Regular attendance and active work in 10%
participation in seminars 40%, final examination - an examination of 50%.

Compulsory reading:

1. Haney J. An Introduction to the Russian Folktale. New York, 1999.

2. Haney J. An Anthology of Russian Folktales. New York, 2009.

3. McClelland Bruce. Online Orality: The Internet, Folklore and Culture in Russia //
Culture and Technology in the New Europe: Civic Discourse in Transformation in
Post-Socialist Nations. Stamford, 2000. P. 179-194.
3eneHuH [.K. BoctouHocnaBaHcKas sTHorpadua. M., 1991.

NaspeHTtbesa /1.C. KynbTypa pycckoro Hapoga: obbiuan, 0bpaabl,
3aHATUA, donbknop. CaHkt-Netepbypr: Maputet, 2004.
6. Hoswukos l0., NMeTkesuny I'. HaunoHanbHaa KapTMHa Mupa B pycckom onbkaope.

NcTtokn. AuHamuka passutua TekcT. BunbHioc: nsa-so BIY, 2008.

7. Nponn B.fl. Uctoprueckne KopHU BoslLebHON ckasku. Mopdonorus ckasku.
Mocksa: «/1abupuHT», 1998.

Mponn B.A. NoaTuka ¢ponbknopa. Mocksa: «/TabupuHT», 1998.

9. PyccKkuii donbKaop B 3anncax CTyaeHToB [layraBnuacckoro yHmusepcuteTa (1963 -

1991). Daugavpils: Saule, 2008.

10. Pbibakos b. 3bluecTBo ApeBHUX cnaBsaH. Mocksa: «KynbTypa», « AKageMuueckuin

npoekT», 2015.

11. Tuxomupos C. PoabKnop cOBpeMEHHON FOPOACKON MONOLENKMN: aKCUONOTUYECKUN

acnekt. CaHkT-lNeTepbypr, 2009.
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Further reading:
1. Haney J. Russian Wondertales. New York, 2001.
2. Haney J. An Introduction to the Russian Folktale. New York, 1999.
3. Asbenes C.H. Uctopuam bbinuH 1 cneundura ponbknopa. JleHunrpag, 1982.
4. Anukun B.MM., Kpyrnos FO.I'. Pycckoe HapogHoe No3TMyecKkoe TBOPUYecTBO.
NeHunHrpag, 1983.
AHuKUH B.T1. Pycckuii 6oraTtbipckuii anoc. Mocksa, 1964.
AdaHacbes A.H. [oaTnyeckne Bo33peHUs cnassaH Ha Nnpupoay: B 3 T. Mocksa, 1994.
BbinnHbl. MockBa, 1988.
Becenosckuit A.H. PaboTbl 0 dponbkiope Ha HemeLKOM fi3bike: TeKcTbl. OnbIT
napannenbHoro nepesoga. Mocksa: UMJIN PAH, 2004.
BuHorpagzoBsa J1. HapogHas gemoHonorua u Mudo-puTyasbHas Tpagmums caassH.
MockBsa: MHgpuk, 2000.
10. upmyHckuii B. M. ®onbknop 3anaga u Boctoka: CpaBHUTENbHO-UCTOPUYECKUE
ouepku. Mockea: OT', 2004.
11. EpemuHa B.N. NosTnyecknii CTpolt pyccKon HapoaHOW AnpukK. JleHmHrpaga, 1978.
12. EpemuHa B.N. Putyan n ponbknop. JleHnHrpag, 1991.
13. UHdaHTbeB b.T. banTo-cnaBaHCKME KyNbTypHbIE CBA3U: JIEKCUKA,
mudonorua, ponbknop. Pura: Begu, 2007.
14. Kepbenute B.M. Tunbl HapoAHbIx cka3ok. Mocksa: PITY, 2005.
15. /lnxaues A.C., MaHueHko A.M. «CmexoBoi mup» [lpesHeit Pycu. JleHuHrpaga, 1976.

© N W

o

52



16.

17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.

MakawwuHa T.C. donbknop n 0bpagbl pycckoro HaceneHus flatranmun. Mocksa:
Hayka, 1979.

MenbHukoB M. H. Pycckuit petckuin ponbknop. Mocksa : Mpocsewexue, 1987.
HosukoBa A.M., AnekcaHgpoBsa E.A. ®onbknop n nutepatypa. CemuHapuii. Mocksa,
1978.

Pasymosa W.A. loTaeHHOe 3HaHMe COBPeMEHHOM pPyccKoi cembu. bobIT. Ponbknop.
Nctopua. — Mocksa: MHapumk, 2001.

Pycckuin donbknop B JlaTBun: necHmn, 0bpagbl n aetckunin onbknop / coct. N.A.
dpugpux. Pura: Jinecma, 1972.

Pycckuit ponbknop B Jlateum: Ckasku / Coct.U.A.®pugpux. Pura: Jinecma, 1980.
CnaaHcKaa mudonorua. JHUMKNONeANYECKUI coBapb. MockBa, 1995.
CnaBsaHckuii ponbknop. Mocksa, 1987.

CmupHoB K. U. BoctouHocnasaHckue 6annagpl v 6auskme um dopmeol. Onbit
yKa3saTens croxeTos u Bepcuin. M., 1988.

CoBpemeHHbIli ropogckoii ponbknop / OTs. pea. C.HO. Hekntogos. Mocksa, 2003.
donbKknop, noctdonbKnop, bbIT, NuTepatypa : cbOPHUK cTaTel K 60-neTuio
AnekcaHgpa Pegoposuua benoycosa. Cankt-MeTepbypr: CM6IYKHU, 2006.

Periodicals and other sources:
«*unBasa ctapuHa»
http://haldjas.folklore.ee/folklore/index.html

http://www.virginia.edu/~slavic/seefa/INDEX.HTM

http://www.ruthenia.ru/folklore/

http://www.ruthenia.ru/folklore/folkloristlibrary.htm

http://rusfolklor.ru/

http://lib.pushkinskijdom.ru/

Remarks:
To which study programmes and their parts (A, B, C, D) this course belongs:
Bachelor's study program "Philology" Part B
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