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Study Course Abstract

This course will provide students with systematic knowledge of specific aspects in the development of
traditional Russian culture and country studies. Students will be introduced to Russian everyday life and
behavioral norms, celebrations and rituals, costumes, food, and living spaces, as well as historical
aspects, basic concepts and cultural signs. Attention will also be given to the stages in the development
of the Russian state.

Course Plan

I. Russian traditional culture. L8, S8.
II. Russian country studies. L8, S8.

Independent work - reports, preparation for seminars.
Final examination.

Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of the course, students will:

-demonstrate an understanding of various aspects of traditional Russian culture, its logical development
and dynamics;

- describe patterns in the evolution of the Russian state;

- explain social life and interpersonal relationships in different societies;

- identify the social importance of culture and the symbolic meaning of values;

- recognize and describe Russian cultural phenomena in their historical context; - independently
deepened their professional competence by identifying current trends in traditional culture and country
studies research.

Requirements for Awarding Credits

-Regular attendance and participation in both lectures and seminars;
-Completion of independent work (submitting reports and seminar participation, independent research of
seminar topic); -Final examination.

Course content

Course structure: Lectures - 16 hrs., seminars - 16 hours.

Lecture topics:

1.

1.Mythology, folklore and traditional culture in Russia. Christianity and traditional culture in Russia.
2. Traditional culture in 17th-century Russia: everyday life and behavioral norms.

3. Domestic culture in 19th century Russia: everyday life and behavioral norms; holidays and rituals;
costumes, food and living spaces.

4. Domestic culture in Russia of the 20th- and 21st-centuries: everyday life and behavioral norms ;
festivals and rituals; costumes, food and living spaces.

II.

5. Country studies as a branch of humanities studies. Country studies as a sphere of interdisciplinary
research. Russian culture and the Russian state.

6 Geography and culture. Russia's geography. Typical landscapes and cultural regions. The influence of
climate zones on economic development. Village and city. Crossroads of East and West.

7. Overview of Russian history. Major historical events and their expression in cultural memory.
Relations with neighboring countries.

8. The city as a cultural phenomenon. Moscow and St. Petersburg as sociocultural opposites.
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https://luis.lu.lv/pls/lu/kursi.kurss_aprakstsfrm?l=2&p_kkods=DLIT1069&p_apraksts=C90002
https://luis.lu.lv/pls/lu/kursi.kurss_aprakstsfrm?l=2&p_kkods=DLIT1069&p_apraksts=C90003
https://luis.lu.lv/pls/lu/kursi.kurss_aprakstsfrm?l=2&p_kkods=DLIT1069&p_apraksts=C90007
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Seminar topics:

. Traditional living environment: home, garden, nature, seasons.

. Traditional culture after the Second World War.

. Russian domestic culture and the processes of globalization.

. Everyday life and Russian ethnopsychology: everyday stereotypes
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. National symbols and their historical development.

. National symbolism of natural phenomena.

. Influential personalities in the history of Russian culture.

. Major cities and their role in the development of Russian culture.

Independent work - reports:

I.

1.Russian traditional costume

. Russian food

. Family relationships in modern Russia
. Folk crafts: Gzhel

. Folk crafts: Hohloma

. Folk crafts: Zestovo

. Folk crafts: Pavlov Posad

. Folk crafts: Finift
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1.Forest and steppe as spatial archetypes in Russian culture

2.The Caucasus in Russian culture

3.The problem of cultural self-identification: the Westernizers and Slavophiles

4.Search for a third way: Eurasianism

5.Significant personalities in the history of Russian culture (Each student will select one figure for
independent study). 6. Portrait of a city (Each student will select one city for independent study).

Compulsory Reading List

1.

HukuntnHa A.B. Pycckas TpaguumoHHas KynbTypa. Mocksa: ®nuHTa.2013

Betts P. The Authority of Everyday Objects. California Press. 2004

Caldwell M. L., Nestle M., Dunn E.C. Food and Everyday Life in the Postsocialist World. Indiana
University Press. 2007

Inglis D. Culture and Everyday Life. Routledge. 2005.

BenoBuHckui J1.B. IcTopusa pycckor MatepmanbHon KynbTypbl. M., 2003.

II.
BbtoHoB H0.A. Pycckuii kynbTypHbI apxeTtun. CTpaHoBeaeHue Poccmn: xapaktep, cknaj MbilieHus,
AyxOoBHble opueHTaumn. Mockea, 2005. MNMepeBo3HukoBa A.K. Poccusa: cTpaHa u ntogu. Mockea, 2006.

Further Reading List

KopoTkoBa M.B. KynbTypa noscegHeBHocTU. NcTopus kocTioma. M., 2002.

NoTtmaH t0.M. Beceabl 0 pycckon KynbType. BbIT 1 Tpaamuum pycckoro asopsiHctea (XVIII — Hauano XIX
Beka). Cl6., 1994

Crowley D., S.E.Reid Socialist Sites of Everyday Life in the Eastern Block. Oxford, New York. 2002
KopoTkoBa M.B. lNyTewecTBmne B UCTOPUIO pycckoro beita. M., 2003.

KoctuHa A.B. MHTepTeKCTyanbHOCTb KakK pyHAaMeHTanbHbI NPU3HaK KynbTypbl MOCTMOAEPHU3MA: K
BOMPOCY O COOTHOLUEHUN MacCOBOM KYNbTypbl U KyNbTypbl TpaANUMOHHON // ®onbKkNop u
XYAOXeCTBEHHas KynbTypa. Bein. 13. M., 2004

Cokonos K. b. CybkynbTypHas cTpatudukaumns u ropoackon gonbknop // TpaAuunMoOHHas KynabTypa:
HayuHbiih anbMmaHax. 2000. N° 1.

II.

banTtuinckoe coceactso: Poccus, LBeumns, ctpaHbl Bantum Ha doHe anox n cobbituin XIX-XXI BB. /
OTtB.pea. A.A. KomapoB. Mocksa, 2014.

B nouckax csoero nytu: Poccua mexay EBponon n Asumeii: XpectoMaTusi N0 UCTOPUM POCCUMCKOM
obwecTtBeHHOM Mbican XIX n XX BekoB / CocT. H.I.®egopoBckuin. - 2-e nsa., nepepab. n gon. Mockea,
1997.

Oanunesckmin H.A. Poccusa n EBpona: B3rns4 Ha Ky/lbTypPHbIE M MONUTUYECKNE OTHOLIEHUS CaBSAHCKOro
MUpa K repMaHo-poMaHcKkoMy. MockBa, 2015.

EropoB B.®. Poccuiickme ytonuun. Wctopuyeckuii nytesoautens. CMN6: Uckyccteo, 2007.

O6pa3s MeTepbypra B MMpoBon KynbType: MaTepuanbl MexayHapoaHon koHdepeHumn. CaHkT-lMNeTepbypr,
2003. Tonopos B.H. MNeTepbyprckuii TeKCT pycckor nutepatypsl // Tonopos B.H. Mud. Putyan. Cumson.
O6pas: NccnepoBaHns B obnactn mndonoatnyeckoro: M3bpaHHoe. — M.: M3patenbckas rpynna
«Mporpecc» - «KynbTypa», 1995 — C. 259 - 367.



Periodicals and Other Sources

Everyday Life in Premodern Europe http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook04.html
Krievija: valsts studijas (CtpaHoBeaeHune Poccun): http://www.russianedu.ru/russia.html Krievijas
statistikas dati — ®enepanbHasa cnyxba rocygapcreseHHon ctatuctukm (Poccrar): http://www.gks.ru/
Notes

The course is intended for the academic Bachelor's study program "Philology (Russian philology)" 1st-
year students.
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