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Course title History of Russian Literature and Culture V 
Course code LitZ3061 
Branch of science Russian philology 
Science sub-sector Literary 
Credits 4 
ECTS  6 
Audience Hours 
 
Number of lectures 
Seminars and practical work hours 
Laboratory works 
Course work hours allotted number 

64 
 
32 
32 

 
Course developer (s) 
Dr. philol., doc. Nadezhda Fjodorova; 
Dr. philol., doc. Inna Dvorecka. 
 
Prerequisite Courses (course title, part of the program)  
Russian Literature and Cultural History I-IV (A) 
 
Course summary: 
The course is designed for bachelor's study program "Philology" students.  
The course aims to introduce students to the literary process in Russia in the late 19th century and at the 
beginning of the 20th century. Particular attention is paid to the artistic world peculiarities and 
conception of a man in the most important fiction of this period.   
 
Results: 
Students should be able to: 
- Demonstrate an understanding of the logic of Russian culture and literature development in  the late 
19th century and at the start of the 20th century; 

 - Are able to independently identify, analyze and evaluate causes and results of the artistic paradigm 
change; 
 - are able to apply the theoretical knowledge of Russian "Silver Age" in practical research; 
 - Know how to analytically explain any artistic world of "Silver Age" fictional works; 
- Independently deepen their professional competence by identifying current trends in studying Russian 
literature. 
 
Course content: 
1.1890s-1920s culture, the periodization of literary process. L2 
2. "Silver Age" phenomenon in Russian culture and literature. L2, S6 
3. Russian prose: basic models. L10, S10 
3. Russian drama on century border. L2 
4. "Silver Age" poetry. L16, S16 
 
Course plan:  
 
Course structure: Lectures - 32st., Seminars - 32 hours. 
 
Lecture topics:  
1.Russian culture on the border of the XIXth - XXth centuries. Cultural crisis and the "religious 
renaissance". 1890s-1920s regularities in the development of literature: periodization  of the literary 
process, artistic basic models.  
2. "Silver Age" phenomenon in Russian culture. Its philosophical foundations.  "Silver Age" art 
specifics. "Silver Age" in domestic culture. 
3. Realistic tradition in the 1890s-  
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5. The Russian Avant-
Peljnjak. I.Babel. 

ejev, 
K.Fedin, V.Ivanov, M.Bulgakov). 

 

practice. Russian sym  
9. "Silver Age" poetry as a system (general characteristics). Symbolism  start of Russian modernism. 
Philosophical and cultural basis. Symbolist aesthetics. Russian and French poetic symbolism : 
comparison. Artistic system. Evolution of Russian symbolism. 

lyrics - "transitional period". System of language resources. Oldest symbolists. Z. Gipius, K.Balmont, 

- a philosopher and a poet. 
 

11 A.Blok in the 20th century 

 
12. Between sy
structure transformation to neomythological structures. Moment - time and category of eternity. 

and finding an alternative in poetic culture. Akmeism: formation and programs. Artistic system. 
- 

Stolp"). 

rces system. Early 
- 

1930s. 

- 

ation in contemporary 
theoretical literature.  
15.Fututism in Russian poetry. Futuristic poetry and ideology. Formation. Futurist program. Futurist 

kubofut

ilosophy and the 
-revolutionary poetry. Ideological and poetic evolution of the poet in 

-period poetry, its basic structure. 

sources, its evolution ("Vjorsti" - "Ljebedinij Stan" - "Posle Rossii"). System of language resources in 
 

 
Seminar topics: 
1 M. Gorky's oeuvre. Hero Quest. 

n. 
 

4. Modernism in architecture and painting. 
5. Russian ballet phenomenon on the turn of the century. 
6. V.Rozanov -  
7.Avant-garde painting: kubofuturism and Suprematism. 
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Metric structure specifics. Polyphony of structurse and views. The concept of a human and revolution. 
 

-time 
paradigm. Lyric "Ego". Metaphor types and structure. Text structure. Text to speech system. 
11b the system 
of images. Semantic structure of the text. Metrics and rhythm. Speech function. 

 oeuvre. The main 

 
 1920s lyrics. Poetics on t

and Yesenin. Text structure and artistic function. 

sound image. Writing of the 1908s  1914s. Poetics. 
15. Contruktivism in Russian po

 

poetry. 
 
Students' independent work - presentation topics: 

 
 

 
Odessa phenomenon in Russian literature  

 
 

"Silver Age" in everyday life: home interior evolution. Mode. Holidays  
One of the "Silver Age" poet's life and creative path   
A.Remizov -  

eative evolution  
Barbarian theme in 1920s Russian literature  
 
Requirements for credits: 
Regular attendance - 40%, independent work - 40%, passed the final examination (exam) - 
20%. 
 
Basic Training: 

 

 
XX  1920-  

  
- - -

 
XX -1930-  

 
Further reading: 
Berhstein E. Western Models of Sexuality in Russian Modernism. University of California, 
Berkley, 1998. 

C
 

2000. 
 

- -  
 

 -  30-
Trento, 1995. 
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-
 

Periodicals and other sources of information 
DU scholarly papers

 
Electronic Library "Imwerden": http://imwerden.de/ 
Internet-  
Russian literature Internet-library http://www.library.ru  
Literature Internet http://www.litera.ru 

http://www.utoronto.ca/tsq/15/index15.shtml. 
Magazines

 
Programs and portions (A, B, C, D) adhere to the course:  

 

Academic Bachelor study program "Philology" Part A 
 

  


