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Study Course Abstract 

 
The aim of the study course is to improve students’ knowledge about the Russian postmodernism 
theory and basis art texts. The special attention is given theoretical to discussions about a problem of a 
postmodern. The rate provides active participation of students in discussion of the newest clauses and 
the analysis of texts. 

Course Plan  

Course structure: lectures – 16 hrs, seminars – 16 hrs. 

 
Lecture and seminar topics: 
 
1. Postmodernism as a scientific problem. L2 
2. The peculiarity of Russian postmodern situation. Stages. L2 
3. The first wave of Russian postmodernism. L2, S2 
4. The second wave of Russian postmodernism. L4, S4 
5. The third vawe of Russian postmodernism. L2, S4 
6. Mass culture and postmodernism. L2, S4 
7. Internet and postmodernism. L2, S2 
 

Students’ independent work: 
 
Preparation for seminars and practical classes. 
Preparation for testing. 
Drafting a report. 

Learning Outcomes 

 
Students discuss and compare different processes of modern literature in the context of Post-
modernism, choose and use different methods in their analysis. Students carry out an innovative 
research on complex peculiarities of modern literary processes and discuss its results. 

Requirements for Awarding Credits  

 

Exam. Regular attendance of classes and active work during them 60%, accomplishment of 
independent work 40%. 

Course content 

 
Postmodernism as a scientific problem. Basic concepts.  
Western postmodern understanding.  
Russian postmodernism and specific situations: Stages. Political context.  
Russian postmodern theories (Kuritsin, Lipovetsky, Skoropanova, Epstein).  
The first wave of Russian postmodernism.  
Political context of postmodernism.  
Abraham Terts’ book "Walking with Pushkin": structural characteristics of literature as a literary object. 
A. Bítov’s novel "Pushkin’s House": compositional characteristics, citations, heroic type, role comment. 

The second wave of Russian postmodernism. The second phase of its main directions.  
Conceptualism as a system. Conceptualism in plastic arts.  
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I. Kobakov’s oeuvre: ideology, installation art. L. Rubinstein’s oeuvre. Poems on cards. Prose 
characteristics.  
D. Prigov’s oeuvre: the author – poet of mystification. Primitivism. Books "Milica apotheosis" 
characteristics.  
The third wave of Russian postmodernism. Ecological postmodernism.  
V. Pelevin’s oeuvre. Creative development.  
The novel "Chapaev and emptiness": the structure and semantics, space, and time display.  
Newer literature discussion (texts by students’ offer).  
Mass culture and postmodernism. Postmodernism engaged in films.  
Children's literature and postmodernism.  
A. Givargizov’s, Tjuhtjava’s, A. Bobrinsky’s oeuvre.  
The remake of literary type. Quoting form.  

Project of "Zakharov" publishing.  
Internet and postmodern. Books online.  
Contacting system in postmodern situation. E-mail and texting culture.  
Interactive literature. 
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