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Study Course Abstract 

The aim of the course is to provide basic knowledge of main research issues in the history of 

World War II, as well as to form comprehension of the most significant basic statements in 

historiography of the issue. Within the course chronology and logic of events of World War II is 

disclosed, as well as role of powers in fate the Baltic States, at the same time special attention is 

paid to "controversial historical issues". Within the course ability to analyse course of historical 

events independently and on proper scientific level will be developed. In the study course the 

following problematic issues are studied: occupation, annexation, incorporation, holocaust, 

genocide, units of ancillary police, Voluntary SS legion, totalitarianism, crime against humanity. 

Alongside the lectures, course studies involve also tasks, which should be accomplished 

independently - preparation of a discussion and independent report. 

Tasks of the course: 

-to promote improvement of students' knowledge in history of the Baltic States during World 

War II; 

-to foster formation of comprehension of periodization and most significant problematic issues 

of World War II; -to develop students' skills to independently search, analyse and apply 

information; to compare information from various sources. 



Course Plan 

Course structure: lectures - 22 h., seminars - 10 h. 

Themes of lectures: 

1. Introduction to requirements for awarding credit points. Periodization and problems of 

definition of chronological frames. Essence of Nazism and Communism. 

2. Political and military plans of Nazi Germany in war against the USSR. Molotov - Ribbentrop 

pact. Occupation of the Baltic States. Repression of Soviet regime against civil population. 

3. Invasion of Nazi Germany in the Baltic in June - beginning of August 1941: flight of Soviet 

army. Formation of German occupation regime: civil governance and military governance. 

Position of Baltic nations against German occupation power. 

4. Holocaust in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. Essence of holocaust. Participation of inhabitants 

of the Baltic countires in war crimes. Elimination of Gipsies and mentally handicapped people. 

5. Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian and other national divisions in German occupation service. 

Impact of Nazi propaganda onto inhabitants of occupied territories. 

6. Latvian and Estonian SS (Waffen) legion in the context of Nazi occupation policy. Lithuanian 

military divisions. Russian liberation army. 

7. "Voluntary" SS legions: position in historiography. Latvians, Lithuanians and Estonians in the 

Red Army (Soviet army). 

8. Policy of occupation power in the sphere of culture, education and economics. Church during 

World War II. Everyday life in the occupied territories. Problem of resistance and collaboration. 

Resistance movement in Latvia: types and content. Guerilla units. Guerilla or saboteurs? 

9. Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam conferences and their significance in the fates of world and 

European nations. Beginning of the second Soviet occupation: 194401945: position in 

historiography. 

10. The Red Army entrance in the Baltic. "Kurzeme fortress". Fugitive movement. 

11. Consequences of German occupation: in politics, demography, economics: position in 

historiography. Nuremberg process. World War II: versions of winners and losers. 

 

Themes of seminars: 

1. Nazism ideology in guidelines. 

2. Problem of resistance and collaboration. 



3. Plans of Nazis regarding Baltic space and its population. 

4. Baltic national units in the armies of warring parties. Position in historiography 

5. Nuremberg process. World War II: versions of winners and losers. 

Themes of independent works are edited every year. 

Learning Outcomes 

Through gaining knowledge of topical issues of Baltic history in World War II students will 

improve their academic competence: 

1. They will be aware of causes and reasons of history of World War II; 

2.They will be able to explain common and diverse features of ideologies of Nazism and 

Communism; 

3. They will be competent to make conclusions on significance of socio-political processes in 

World War II; 

4. They will possess skills to study common and diverse features in history of the Baltic States, 

the USSR and Europe; 

5. They will possess skills to discuss possible alternatives of inhabitants of the Baltic States 

during the war. 

Students improves skills to express academic competence in practical activity - they 

demonstrate skills of searching, selection, analysis, comparison and use of information in 

analysis of particular situation, in substantiated discussion. 

 

Students improve skills to apply academic competences in values orientated action - they will 

demonstrate critical understanding of transformations of interpretation of Latvian history under 

the impact of political regimes and are able to provide conceptual and substantiated 

judgements on controversial issues in history of Baltic. 

 

During realization of the study course students: 

•confirm their knowledge during fulfilment of seminars and independent works; •are able to 

independently find information, needed for analysis of particular situation, especially 

emphasizing possibilities and limitations of information analysis 

Requirements for Awarding Credits 



Requirements for acquisition of the study course - regular attendance of classes and active work 

in them - 70%, fulfilling of independent works - 30%. 

Course content 

Periodization and problems of definition of chronological frames. Essence of Nazism and 

Communism. Political and military plans of Nazi Germany in war against the USSR. Invasion of 

Nazi Germany in the Baltic in June - beginning of August 1941. Formation of German occupation 

regime. Holocaust in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. Impact of Nazi propaganda onto inhabitants 

of occupied territories. Policy of occupation power in the sphere of culture, education and 

economics. Problem of resistance and collaboration. Teheran, Yata and Potsdam conferences. 

Nuremberg process. World War II: versions of winners and losers. 
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ABSP "History" Part B. 


