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Study Course Abstract

The course programme provides the research of the topical modern scientific phenomenon - borderland
phenomenon. It examines the conception of the terminology and genealogy of the borderland. Students
get the opportunity to study Russian, Belarusian, Latvian, Lithuanian and Polish political, social, cultural
phenomena, considering the contradictory influences of the border space.

Course Plan

Course structure: Lectures - 22 h, Seminars - 10 h.
Themes:

'‘Border' and 'Borderland': research problems - 2 h.

Geopolitical Characteristics of Russian Culture and the Problem of Borderland Culture - 6 h.
Geopolitical Characteristics of Polish Culture and the Problem of Borderland Culture - 6 h.
Geopolitical Characteristics of Belarusian Culture and the Problem of Borderland Culture - 6 h.
Geopolitical Characteristics of Latvian culture and the problem of Borderland culture - 6 h.
Geopolitical Characteristics of Lithuanian Culture and the Problem of Borderland Culture - 6 h.

Independent work of students:

-work with literature and periodicals: theoretical, etc. research and analysis of the indicated literature
and periodicals;

-preparation for practical classes;

- performance of specific practical tasks;

- preparation of presentations / reports.

Learning Outcomes

Having acquired the study course, students:

- will be able to explain the specificity of the concept 'borderland’,

- will recognize and formulate the cultural factors of the Eastern European borders,

while using the knowledge acquired in other study courses, for example, Eastern European literary
history;

- will be able to describe the linguistic and religious situation peculiarities of the borderland;

-will know the forms of impact of different cultures on the border;

- will acknowledge the cultural diversity of the Eastern European region.

Requirements for Awarding Credits

Regular aattendance of lectures, participation in seminars (Presentations / reports, questions and
discussion on the problems covered in the seminars - 70%). The exam (30%).

Course content
Lecture topics:
1. The problem of border and borderland/frontier research in the 19th - 21st centuries.

2. Natural and geopolitical factors and development of Russian culture.
3. Spiritual and social factors of Russian culture in the border situation.
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. Natural and geopolitical factors and development of Polish culture.

. Spiritual and social factors of Polish culture in the border situation.

. Natural and geopolitical factors and development of Belarusian culture.

. Spiritual and social factors of Belarusian culture in the border situation.
. Natural and geopolitical factors and development of Latvian culture.

. Spiritual and social factors of Latvian culture in the border situation.

10. Natural and geopolitical factors and development of Lithuanian culture.
11. Spiritual and social factors of Lithuanian culture in the border situation.
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Seminar topics:

1. National, imperial and colonial in Russian culture.

2. The role of the Polish factor in the regions of Eastern and Central Europe.
3. The problem of the formation of Belarusian statehood.

4. East-West and North-South vectors in the history and culture of Latvia.
5. The influence of Catholicism on the development of Lithuanian culture.
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